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Another exciting school year is in full 
swing.  Students in every grade are 
already immersed in challenging units of 
learning as they make connections with 
teachers and classmates.  As we set out 
on another year together, I find myself 
thinking about connections, and the many 
ways they are manifested in Edgemont. 

The keynote speaker at our initial 
Superintendent’s Conference Day in September 
was Heidi Hayes Jacobs, one of the foremost 
thinkers in the areas of curriculum, instruction, 
and school reform in the country and 
internationally.  In her latest book, Bold Moves 
for Schools: How We Create Remarkable 
Schools, she draws a useful distinction among 
curriculum and practices that are “antique”, 
“classical”, and “contemporary.”  The antique 
represents outdated ways of doing things that 
have outlived their usefulness.  The classical 
practices are old, but still valuable and worth 
keeping.  The contemporary represents new 
approaches, technologies, and resources 
that we seek to accept and integrate into 
our education program.  As Dr. Jacobs 
explains, the single most important factor in 
determining which practice to use is how it 
impacts the learner.  Balancing classical and 
contemporary practices, and connecting these 
decisions to students, is the time-consuming 
yet exciting work our teachers do every day.
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Jennifer Darger, President of the Edgemont 
Board of Education, also spoke about 
connections at Superintendent’s Conference 
Day.  Her mother was an elementary school 
teacher for many years, and as Mrs. Darger 
told the audience, it was always her mother’s 
mission to make her classroom into a castle, 
and the students the “royalty” who lived 
there.  Each child received a crown, and 
throughout the school year, the students 
could acquire jewels for their crown.  One of 
these jewels - perhaps the most important 
one - was the “Jewel of the Heart”, and it 
could only be earned through genuine displays 
of courage, integrity, and kindness.  This 
year, the Board of Education will increase 
their connection to the student community 
by recognizing students who display 
these ideals, in addition to the academic 
recognitions, at Board of Education meetings. 

Lastly, I’m thinking about concrete 
connections—literally. Although most 
Edgemont residents are aware of EHS’s unique 
“California”-style campus and the breezeways 
that connect its buildings, not everyone 
knows that beneath those breezeways is 
an intricate system of tunnels that carry 
heat, water, and telecommunications data 
back and forth among the buildings. This 
past summer, those tunnels and walkways 

were completely renovated as part of 
our multi-faceted improvement plan. 

As I reflect on these “secret” tunnels, I think 
about all of the behind-the-scenes work 
that goes into our Focus Forward goals 
throughout the summer and the school year, 
and the high-quality educational program 
that so many Edgemont residents have 
come to value in our schools. There are many 
connections on a daily basis that support 
curriculum, instruction, professional learning, 
student services and class enrichment.  The 
connections our teachers, administrators, PTA/
PTSA and community organizations make as 
they work together and learn from one another 
each day, serve as a model for our students.

I look forward to all of the exciting connections 
I know this school year will hold.

Fondly,

Victoria Kniewel, superintendent

MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT
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NEW FACES AROUND EDGEMONT JR./SR. HIGH SCHOOL

JOYCE FISCHER
Joyce returns to the English 
Department at EHS after a three-
year hiatus. Having taught seventh 
grade here from 2010-2014, Ms. 
Fischer is excited to be back. This 
year she will be exploring new 
curricula with the older grades. 
She is thrilled to reconnect with 
colleagues and to check in with 
her former seventh graders.

MARK NOVAK
Mark joins the Science 
Department at EHS this year. A 
professional chemist, Mr. Novak 
believes that “science isn’t 
just a class you take in school; 
it is a way of thinking about 
the world around you.” He has 
had many years of classroom 
experience in Westchester and 
is excited for the chance to 
become part of the EHS team.

SONNIA SHERIDAN
Sonnia, another familiar face to 
Edgemont students, is a veteran 
ESL teacher. Ms. Sheridan has 
been an English as a Second 
Language teacher for twelve 
years, and two years ago she 
taught here in Edgemont. She 
loves being back in this district, 
which she describes as “inspiring, 
enriching, and nurturing.”

ALEXANDRA 
VILLANUEVA
Alexandra joins the Spanish 
department at EHS. A recent 
graduate of NYU, Ms. Villanueva 
has taught students of all ages, 
from New York City to Madrid. 
She has hit the ground running 
as part of the EHS Foreign 
Language team, and is looking 
forward to the year ahead.
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CONSTRUCTION-PHOTO UPDATES

REPAIR WORK IN TUNNELS

WALKWAY REPAIRS

NEW SPEECH ROOM AT GREENVILLE

RENOVATED SEELY LAVATORIES

GUIDANCE SUITE IMPROVEMENTS

PHOTO LAB (COMING SOON...)
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At the Superintendent’s Conference Day 
Opening Keynote address, as all members 
of the Edgemont educational community 
assembled --  including teachers, teacher aides, 
student leaders, Board of Education members, 
clerical staff, representatives from the 
Edgemont School Foundation, representatives 
from the PTA and PTSA, and administrators 
from all three schools -- Heidi Hayes Jacobs 
stood in front of the room and brought our 
attention to an empty student chair. The 
chair was not for Dr. Jacobs to sit on, nor was 
it for anyone else; the chair would remain 
empty throughout the entire presentation. Dr. 
Jacobs asked everyone sitting in the room to 
picture an Edgemont student sitting in that 
empty chair -- any student. She described this 
student as a contemporary learner. Then she 
challenged everyone in the audience to make 
every decision, every plan, every assessment 
in the best interest of every student.  

Dr. Jacobs is a national and international 
leader in educational innovation. She is widely 
recognized for her forward thinking in the 
areas of curriculum design and contemporary 
approaches to teaching and learning.  Her 
latest book, Bold Moves for Schools: How We 
Create Remarkable Schools, distinguishes 
among three types of pedagogical practices 
“antique,” “classical,” and “contemporary.” 
Antique practices are outdated and unuseful; 

these are the practices that must be discarded. 
Classical practices are old, but still valuable— 
these are keepers. And contemporary 
practices represent new approaches, important 
literacies, and necessary resources that we 
can integrate into our educational program.

Dr. Jacobs went on to discuss how the role 
of the teacher has changed in many ways. 
Now, most students can get the answer 
to any question they have by reaching 
into their pockets and pulling out their 
phones. Rather than looking at small, still 
photos of Yellowstone National Park in 
a textbook, students today Skype with 
Yellowstone Park Rangers.  Learners create 
and share knowledge very differently 
today than they did even ten years ago.  

This, according to Dr. Jacobs, has made it 
imperative for schools to focus on three 
new types of literacies -- digital, media, 
and global. Literacy of any sort does not 
come from memorizing facts or knowing 
how to type something into a Google 
search; literacy involves depth and making 
meaning. As Dr. Jacobs said that morning, 
“It is essential that we hold kids accountable 
for innovation, and not just compliance.”

A group of Edgemont teachers, school and 
district leaders will continue to work with 

Dr. Jacobs throughout the school year in 
collaboration with other high-performing 
school districts in the Tri-State Consortium. 
For more information about Heidi Hayes 
Jacobs and the important work she is 
doing, please visit www.curriculum21.org.

MESSAGE FROM EDUCATION-INNOVATION TEAM

HEIDI HAYES JACOBS, CONSULTANT
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